
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RATING LIST 2017 UPDATE 
 

CHECK, CHALLENGE, APPEAL 
 

REFORMING BUSINESS RATES APPEALS 
 
 

With less than 12 months to go before the 2017 Revaluation, the Valuation Office 
Agency is well on the way to preparing the new valuations. 
 
The majority of rating assessments throughout England and Wales consist of 
shops, offices and industrial premises.  The vast majority of these have now been 
valued and it is expected that draft revaluation figures will be available for scrutiny 
during the autumn of this year. 
 
One way of getting early notification of the proposed rateable value will be to sign 
into the VOA website and your assessment will be provided later this year.  At that 
stage if there are any obvious errors they can easily be ironed out. 
 
More specialist properties are now in the process of being valued and again it is 
hoped that towards the end of this year draft RV’s will be available on the VOA 
website. 
 
BUDGET 2016 – CHANGING TO BUSINESS RATES 
 
Whilst the revaluation is proceeding according to plan the Chancellor, in his recent 
budget proposed sweeping changes to the way business rates are to be levied on 
many small businesses.  At present, small business rate relief is only permanently 
available to firms with a rateable value of less than £6000.  He is now proposing 
that this will be doubled and it will be permanent.  The new threshold for small 
business rate relief will be raised from £6000 to a maximum threshold of £15,000.  
It is also proposed to raise the threshold for the higher rate from £18,000 to 
£51,000 RV. 
 
In his words, “From April next year 600,000 small businesses will pay no business 
rates at all.  That an annual saving of up to nearly £6000 – forever”. 
 
Of course, these proposals do have to work their way through parliament and they 
do not come effective until April next year. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Furthermore, whilst this will certainly help small businesses it probably does 
nothing to help all other ratepayers, including many large stores and many large 
industrial properties, who face tough competition and who employ so many people 
nationally. 
 
No doubt, over the course of the next few months further proposals will be put 
forward for the new rating system including the results of the consultation on:- 
Check, Challenge & Appeal.  In addition, rules regarding a possible Transitional 
Arrangements scheme will also be put forward for discussion.  As these schemes 
and proposals progress we will keep you fully advised with more detailed bulletins. 
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